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mutt cry him up. And albeit, I {pake in the behalfe of the two Refpondents the next day, s 9« Zuinglil 


TO 
ALL REVEREND AND FAITHFVLL 
Minitters of the Gofpel, efpecially thofe 
of thevenerable AssemMBLy, 
With 
All fincere Proteftants | Profeflors and lovers of 
the Truth ; Grace, Truth and Peace be multiplyed, 


from God our Father, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
by the Spirit of Truth and Holinefle. , 
LPL im He mif-reports of the carriage and fuccefle of this Conference might 
aN have drawn it forth to your view ere now, for as a Loving and Learned 
Be@ Brother told me when the work was at an end, he defired our Antagonitts 
F* (or others,for them ) might not give me the like meafure, as they did 
Zuinglivs who was the more courfely ufed by the (/ata-baptifts, (as itis : 
| reported in his life *) by how much the more kindly he dealt with them; « ;)45,5 Sunt die 
in affording them Difputes, and procuring them libertie other wayes : fo I have found, futariones cure 
that his Jealoufie was not without Grounds. hal in qus= 
1. the Carriage’, notwithitanding I gave them all free {cope, in anfwering, cone 


(till our time fet for the Difpute,was yp be fo farre as 1 was blamed by fome of my Bre- uae Apples 


thren for it,yet it hath been caft out, that they were interrupted, and that I cavilled , and jumarunt,in Ane 
although they had the libertie they defired not to come into the Church, till we had prayed, tagenifias fab 


and to goe out before Sermon, yet all of their partie could not containe, in the conclufion ’¢¢ #74] pha 
corum fst 


of the difpnte, but mutt vent their {pirits in the open Congregation , ( when the people c bine 

had given a fhout by way of Teftimony, that they received fatisfaGtion in the Point, for ite- 
the bapuzing of their Infants) faying, Great is the God (a) of Diana, and therefore you rwm,iterumque fa- 
before the honoured Committee at (helmesford (who did wifely and lovingly demand of ra oe ee 
me, and them an account of that dayes mecting )and declined any perfonall information a- ee oe 
gainft them, then and fine, yet have they wanted love to interpret things aright,and have quam wusdue fo- 


afperft me and my Brethren jeyning with me ; which I forbeare to mention in the particu- Mr. Teith astes 


bene de meritum enerarengbulenen dyubitavit “t A pologia farisfacere fratvibus habusrit neceffr. Melch Adamus én vit 
Zuing. « This is fome new God, or asignoran: an expreffion , as that of the Towa Clarke of Ephsfw , whocalle 
Diane, the lmage that fell down from Iupiter. 
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again ufed , bur 
is torgorren 


ag §. ling 57. 


Valele it be hore isthe fumme of the Arguments and Anfwers, as 


thoveh: to he could be taken ) verbatim ; nothing of our , or their fence is al 
Mafte: x7 


and 


where it came ip. 


lars; the rather, becaufe there are thofe on our fide, who have afperft them, and have given 
reviling for reviling ; as if the Devill (the accufer of the Brethren )on both fides had a party 


of cloven tongues, fet on fire of hell,to foment divifions,arid by differences of judgements, 


to encreafe alienation of A ffeGions, 

2. Touching the fuccefic, although before the two Refpondents went out of Town, one 
of them waved it, faying, the people needed not to have fhouted ; we could have fhouted 
as well as they, for neither they nor we had the victory, (which for my part I fought not but 
in the bear? yet their partie boafted of their gaines of, Difciples by that dayes worke. 
One indeed fome of the countrey takes notice of, who was ftaggered before and refently _ 
(as is faid) fell rothem ; but we have many to fet againft that one , who being itaggered 
alfo before, received fober fatisfattion, and are fettled for Pxdo-Baptifme. And this bene- 
fit I received by fo publique a reafoning with them , in my own place, that we have been 
more quiet ever fince , and the Anabaptitts not been fo briske in their 
challenges, nor have our peoples-{cruples ( who joyne withtus ) been raifed again, but bu- 


| ried in filence, and crufht in the egge, upon the remembrahce of what paffed that day ; fo 


as thefe mif-reports of our carriage, and fucceffe have beeniof no force with me, to publith 
this naked view of our difcurfive difpute, fince that time. 

But fome other more weightie reafons, of late prefented, as 

1. The hopes of truthsadvancement hereby ; As fome light came to many,by this ver- 
ball conflict , fo much more impreflion upon mens minds may it take , and to many more 
may there be advantage by its impreffion on the paper : Asi loft none of my own,but helpt 
to {trengthen them, fo I fhall feare no loffe elfe-where, but expe& gaines to the truth there- 


by ; and defire that even that one ftrayed fheepe, may be fetcht backe , who went after the 
Anabaptuits whiftle that day. 


2. Thedefire , and cycouragements of many Brethren’, tofee it abroad , asa Manu- 
{cript, or from the Prefie. 

3. The Cata Baptilts excufes, that the chiefe Refpondent was too weake , for fuch an 
encounter ( whatthen was his fecond > ) but if he who ftood in the naiddle , as the third 
man (> who at Wickham declined a Moderator, and moderated this day by his filence, who 


had livertie trom us, but no lift from hisown {pirit bound up, it feemes this day from {peak- 


ing one word in publique ) if he had but given an{wer, it had been done more folidly ; And 
there were others in London ( though thete, as two chiefe Champions, in their own if not | 
in others conceits, were drawn downfrom thence to this skirmifh ) who would have 
held us more tacke ; Now fithence they doe excufe it this way, let the Arguments appeare 
to all, amd let ttronger and clearer anfwers be given , if they have them, by any of that 
fe&, or profeffion. 
As much faithtulneffe hath been ufed , by comparing of the notes of the two Scribes fet 
to write from our mouthes , as they can expect ; what was much deficient in the one , hath 
been fupplyed by the exaéter notes of the other; nothing of moment is pretermitted; 
were uttered ( asneere as 


tered, nor any of their ex- 
preflions changed, fo farre as [ remember, Ass for Battologies they cannot be taken fo ill in 


the chiefe Refpondent, if thereby he doth anfwer his name more then the Argument. But 
where their an{wers are more obfcure, let it not prejudice Our Caufe, but their own, who 
were fo confounded as fometimes they gave no anfwer, fometimes fo darke, as it was diff- 
cult to make out their meaning and frame a Reply ; And why we fhould mend any thing 
in ther An{wers, fo as to alter, and better their dence I know no reafon ; haply that which 
is non-lence to us, is all-fence and good reafon tothem. 

You muft expect Reverend and Beloved Readers, to finde weaknefies enough in the 
Opponents, as in the Refpondents ; but asI hope, foe 

a. No Falfhoods, fuch as in their Anfwers, that the Apoftle, Gal.2. 17. doth not aret 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
from time, and that children coming of beleeving Parents, by lineall defcent are not in Co- 
venant with their Parents, but that fuch ¢ lineal] defcent is broken. 125 
2. No Abfurdities with untruths, fuch as that ( among others ) moft notorious,(where-- 
in both the Refpondents agreed ) fIt isnot enough for a truth to be implyed in Scripture, / Pag gl, 9 
but ivmuft be cxpreft; which made the common countrey-countenances to fmile, atthe *°*!* 
grofienefie thereof, 
3. No Tergiverfations, as you will finde them common iti their anfwers, when a Propo-_ 
fition was clearely proved then to wave the proofe, not acknowledge the truth, but runne to » 
another thing,as in the places quoted in the margent ¢ (among{t many other) is manifeft._z Pag.7, 1.14. 
4- No Contradictions to our felves, or one of us to another, as firft you will find Mafter = . ep 33 
Bart contradicting himfelf , for he denieth to me that the Promife was the Ground of A- a 
brabams feale, and yet he neither doth nor will deny to Mafter Newton, i that Abrabam and ; Pag.23.1.13, 
his feed were Citcumcifed, becaufe it was a feale of the Covenant. Again, the Gofpel (he & Pag.18,11¢ 
faith k ) makes an offer to Infants as to al! the world, and! the Promufe is preached to all Pag: 26-13% 
mankinde, and if free grace be to all, we exclude no Infants more then other , and yet pre- 
fently after, ™ we deny to preach the Grace of God to Infants till they are capable of un- m Pag.aq. 1 
yelp Again to Matter Grey, © he diftinguifheth of a Promife of the Spirit,with U- ” Paz 34117 
nion according to Ele&ion, and vifible revealing by the offer of grace, he grants the for- 
mer, that is, a promife of the Spirit, and union according to Eleétion, and denyes the lat-_ 
ter, vifible revealing by offer of grace, and participation of Priviledge. Now whotold him — 
that Children have the promife of Union, &c. if that it be not audibly revealed, » fome 
offer of grace, and if it be audibly revealed in the word , we fhall finde a way, to have tt. 
vifibly revealed alfo, in the Sacrament ; in which the offer of grace is again made, and feal- 
ed over Jand "above; the participation of which offer, and feale, isfurelyaparticipation —s 
of priviledge. 
2. You will finde Mafter Lambe interfering,in his own Anfwers,with himfelfe,forinone __ 
place © he faith that Grace is no more tendred to Children p, then to all the world; and yet Pag. 32.139 
in the next Anfwer; if they come in after, the promife is theirs; and there is no participa- P Pag 33.1, < 
tion of the Covenant but by atuall faith ; Now if children have the tender of grace in In- - 
fancy ( ashe grants) itis by vertue of {ome Covenant , which God holds forthtothem') —- 
from Infancy, or not; if by vertue of {ome Covenant, then they may have fome participati- - 
on of it, or relation to it before atuall faith ; if the tender be made without a Covenant, — 
then the offer is not grounded upon the Covenant, contrary to Gen. 3. 15. whence all offers — 
of grace had their firft rife : fo that, let him grant ano ithout a Covenant, he contra- — 
dicts the Scripture, ler him grant an offer,by vertue of a GOyenant , he contradi@s himfelf, - 


Yet further, in this, they both are agreed in a contradiétion ; for Mafter Lambefuppo- — 
feth an offer made to Children, yea grants it: and Mafter Batt doth yield it alfof, and ¢Pag.3t. 18, 
yet all along they deny any Confirmation ; for thefe be the words t, what is an offer with- "2!"€37- 
out a confirmation ? now who denyes this confirmation > not we, not God, but themfelves; d pi8 1. ‘o 
and by fuch a denyall, implicitely they deny the offer : For if God offers yrace to them by — ales 
word, he offers it tothem by feale. The very grant of an offer tochildren, while children,  —s>_—_. ) 
implieth that the love of God isto them, in that flate, and havinghis Chofen among then, . 
for their fakes the Offer promifcuoufly is inade , and the Seale fet, where the Parentsdo — 
but come in, and embrace that Offer for themfelves and Children, but deny thisfeale; 
and deny the offer. | | | 

And as thus they interfere with themfelves, fo they croffe thins one with another ; Firft - | 
Batt goes crofle to Lambe ; If children come in after (faith Lambe») the promife is theirs ; * Pag-32 7s: 
yet Batt x grants them the promufe of the Spirit and of union according to election, and «Pag. 34.16 
memberflup according tounion, during infancie : Secondly, Lambe ftrikes pointblanke a- _ 
gainit Batt, fex y M. Batt denieth not to be given as a feale of the Pag, 
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 SutM. Lambe Gith contrary in his Booke (as M. ‘Newton replied to M. Batt, 2) "ts true in 
c.32.124, aniwerto M. “\.cwton attcrwards, a Lambe faith, that they were circumceifed becaufe the 


( ovenant was made to them, and to the feed, (but how 2 as) typically premifing Chritt - 


Conf tarien Which Covenant,in his Book, b he faith were legally in,and according to Law; and this 


Binfanes Pap legal! adminiftration was, in his fenfe , onely fealed by Circumeifion , not the fubitance of 
mine by Tremae the Covenant; Chriltyelterday, to day,and for ever the fame’, Nay, by rcafon of difie- 
& sent circumftantial! adminiftrations , he goes about to overthrow the identitie and fame- 
of the Coven then and now for {ubltance,which is very fallacious reafoning ; The 
} Lord rebuke him for it. | 

Y I would not by this draught and dilcovery of their wandrings from the truth ftretch out, 
batdtrcaghten this Controverfe, of Pado-Daptilme : The Pharifees were blamed by our 
Lord for making broad their Lhylaterics out of vaine oftentauon, and to muluply need- 
lefle diftcrences would incurre the blame of vaine jangling ; what I have difplayed, is for 
their convidtion, and truths vindication. Now what remairtth, bur that witk this con- 
ference. {uch as it is, prefers fome requetts, to our worthy Readers > 

Two fuits I thal] humbly make to my Fathers and Brethren’ of the reverend A fflembly, 

| as clic where, which granted may be as two buckets of water, the more {peedily to quench 
fire, and put out all the| fparkes of this Controverfie Pasdo-Baptifme. 

birit, that fome members of the Aflembly, may (at beit leifure) come forth and 
3 challenge the chieteft Champions among thefe Anabaptiits (Which they can draw forth in 
3 al England) in fome publique way of difputation with them; nay my requeftis, but to 
1 an{wer their challenge, for there is one ¢ hath caft the Gauntlet amongit you, and tells all 
Bol the world that Truth was not uled to feare colours ; and they that be aflured of her, fhould 
Boeri: an pe. defire all mens mouthes may be open, that fo Error may difcoyer its foulenefle, and Truth 


become more glorious, by a victorious conquett inthe open held. And l know you would 
a be loath to butler thele Adverfaries, while their hands are bound, as he (who hath no com- 
paflion on our Davines, but gores them extremely,) peakes daringly, and rudely in that his 


And however (as at firit) fome have met with Zuinglins meafure, yct I doubt not, 
| but you may meet with Bullingers uccetle, who by fuch away of publique difputation, 
ded quath them very much. And fure itis away of God, not dpnely to difcourfe out of the 
coran wt- Pulpit an hourc or two againit this wayoarmen who deny Infants, one baptifme, and in- 
trfe Beclejic,e- duige themielves a fecond, and a third Ufe, or abufe rather of that Ordinance) but to 
argue with them AS It Was the Lords practile fo to ttrangle his oppofers, and accordingly, 
Ade, 45 the Apolties rule, to mouthes of Gain-fayers ; by doctrinal] conviction, and 
vita Bolling. rationall argumentation , without which, the DPrelates bare Inhibition did alwaies male 
Meute, Idem axdire amongi{t ali good men: And though there ought to bea charge that none doe 
ver asthe Apoitle gives reafons of that his charge,and as he vouchfafed to 
mye . difpute in the Synagogue with the Jewes, and with the devout perfons, &c. fo mutt we 


ei with thele kind of Profeflours. Let them be called forth to anfwer your Arguments ; let 
their realonspretenfed at any time, receive a full Anfwer; and never a booke which they 
Re i9.17, can with any faire and feeming reafun compofe, be fuppreffed, till ir be trucly and ratio- 
nally contuted. Why thoul 


d they have more hands at worke then your felves > And if they 


comp-aine the Prefles be not open, let them be open (annuente, modo non cobibente, magi- 


firatu) tor them, as againit them Ef atter all meancsuled, as Fannes and Fambres with- 

ttood Mees, fothefe alie fhall refiit the truth, as men of corrupt minds, reprobate cor- 
49 the taith ; the Apoities words fhall be made good, ¢ An they 


thaii proceed no further, unleffe it be, as he faith after f , from worle to worle; 
and as in another place g, unto more ungodlinefle: For the more of their 
ewue conceptions they vent in their Difputes and Pamphlets, the more their folly fhall be 

| manife ft 


Tim.2,16. 
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from Seripture 5 to little out of the practice of the Ancients: though I have read little of 
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manifeft unto all men; and fo the opening of the Préffe for them thal] turne againft them, | 
and their libertie pleaded for (to{peake their minds) fhall fairly turne to their greater bare i: 
Reftraint. Bur this, with the following fuit, I doe humbly lay at your feet, with fabmiffion of che B april 
to your wildomes, in the Lord, to confider of, and to refolve upon, as the God of love, and of Infants, p 
Father of lights thall guide you. 455. | 
Secondly then, my requett is : That the praGtife of Antiquitie may fully be cleared, and 
laid before them : whatit was, touching this fubject of Baptifme, and what therein was Sa peifts ul ; 
agrecable to the rule of the Scripture, whatnot, for they have boafted much ; as if they fider this, wi 


had all Antiquitie on their fide. Hut as they can thew nothing againft Pado-Bapufme, es that Infarg 
apuzing 
them, pro or con, (and the lefle becaufe [ havé ever wanted wherewithall to purchafe their 1 edges os. 


Writings) yet others, amongft you, have, as appeareth partly by what our Antefignanus, appearsythatt 
ae brother, whole prarfe 1s in the Gofpel, hath lately preacht and put forth of this delay of thei 
Subject h. But be ig granted that the ancient way was various ; yet let itbe put to the aL gee ca 
Queition, Whether their practife (who delayed the baptizing of their children, not for jae, whe | 
weekes and moneths, but yeares three, foure, five, and more alfo) was the belt » And they rke 
(who like dwarfes ftand upon the gyants fhoulders, and have furveyed this pradtife, and ratherthea th 
with the Scripture ; 1 meane our moderne Authours, who have wrote fince 
bods peop e in Europe, have beene coming out of Babylon from Luthers time downwards) b mpage io 
have, fo farre as I find, generally condemned fuch delayes. Bega in his Epiftle ito Grindall, dhoritie of P 
doth put fuch dclayes of old upon the negligence of Bilhops k, who (for want ofa better di- do-Bap fine; 
rectoric) tooke in the Quettions, Abrenuncias > Doft thou forfake , &e. Credits? Doft Dr. int 
thou beleeve, as applyable to Infants baptizing ; whereupon (as he doubts not) many 
were driven to deferre the baptizing of their children for the longer time, which delay he re Y hich Tae | 


rejects with an Abit ? And in his Cyclops or Dialogue againtt Heftrufins | ; he doth one- makes very fu 
ly fo tarre cguntenange fuch a delay, as it oppofed the opinion of the abfolute neceflitie of we.to ftrengthé 
Bapufme tofalvation ; but in irfelfe, the putting off this Ordmance (as Bega there re- Bis cals int 
folveth) was taken up, mulla certe ratione, nulle verbt Teftimonio: for certaine,without | 
any good reafon, or found Teftimonie of the word: And I find him elfe-where ™ not only Cisldi(h Baptif , 
charging upon the connivénce and negligence of Brihops ; but alledging N aqianten as Part page 30. | 
one, who though he was not baprfred hinvfelfe, till the thirtieth yeare ; yet blameth the | wal 
long delay of Baptifme, beyond the third year : from which opinion of libertie till the third pee. 3 : ~ 
yeare, xifs periculum urgeat ; except fome hazard of life prefle toit, we may fafely (with wii. 5 Arey 
Bexa) difient ; for by this kind of ttating the Queftion, is involved the conceit of abfolute * Nelsm ejuf 
neceflitie on the one fide, that it be done, and of various libertie on the other fide, that it “/stten™ offs am 
may be dont at length and leifure. For my part, I fhould be loth (as * Mufculus faith the re 6 ive may 
like) to be a favourer of fuch a whiling off the time, not onely out of refpeéct to the man- Jana fide ¢ inte 
ners of the Age, which he did, or we doe live-in, that call for religious education of chil- ligentia nee anxi 
dren from the cradle, but in regard of reafons and grounds from Scripture, which have the “#¢"™s'«#im, 
force of a Rule unto us ; for theixmore fpeedy baptizing. For if children be entred under ay ra 
a promife from their Infancie, they fhould have the Sacrament of their entrance, as foone RS core ‘a 
as convementy and {ately they may be brought into the publike Lap of the Congregation : ##s/atiews Sacr 


“us true, as to the comfort of Baptifme it chiefly confifteth in the efficacie, not in the time, ™"™™ pervulé 


yet lo farre as we looke to what is dutie, by the Promife,which is held forth from Infancie, ee rr 


the obligation of {ome command ( which lieth in the bowels of a Promife» ) confines us to do-baptifmate. 
fome time in Infancie ; and the comfort is not lefle, but more, if God hath prevented us pag gil, | 
with a Promife, and of that Promife, in Infancie, And if he tieth us to tog. 8. 
meaner (though himfelfe be not tied when he will conferre the grace) I fappofe he tieth hd Conall { 
usto the nfe of the meanes, in that time, when he gives the Promife, which isin Infancy. which he | 
Nor let * be unputed to our over-large charitie , for I conceive that our charitie (not manded 
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being larger then-Gods promife) cannot exceed its buunds. And though the promife dott 
not infallibly aflure us , that all our children fhal] have the Grace given them, becau‘e we | 
ufe the meanes. cr becaufe the children come of beleeving parents; yet beleeving parents 
having a promife for them, and theirs, and all theirs, may, and ought to plead it before the 
Church, for the Seal, and before the Lord, for the Grace fealed, till he fhall be pleafed 
to determine the contrary for fpirituals ; and (as inthe cafe of I/lmacl) limit his accom 
: plifhments of the promufe to {ome temporal] bleflings , which yet he doth declare to be 
With reference to Abraham (and confequ-ntly toany other beleever) ashisfeedo, And 
Bhs cap.2i.13. albeit God fo limits his accomplifhments of indefinite promifes, to fome of the feed of 
beleevers in temporalls ; yet to others he hath a purpofe (and reveales as much the pro- 
Pfaltt23. niles all along the Scripture p ) thatone or other of a godly mans children (whether of 
7° iad the immediate parent, or fome Progenitor, I difpute it not) fhall infallibly have the faving 
grace of the Promufe, as the full and higheit end and effect of it. 
Now that which I would entreat, and begge of all Profeffors, and lovers of the truth, is, 
that in reading of the following Conference , you lay afide all prejudice , and partualitie, 
and that you paffe not your cenfure upon it, without charitie : nor yethatefully revile men 
i of a contrary way to your felves, but endevour to winne them in to the truth by love ; And 
hel seat. (as the Apottle, from the Lord commands) firit prove and then hold fait that 
% | whichis good : There is a goodneffe in every truth, whith well digefted by faith and me- 
datation, will have influence upon your hearts to lead you on in godlinefle, and to make | 
; you better, as wifer. Confider thole in Error with pitie, and pray 2 them ; confider your 
Bé1,2, .  felves, and watch unto prayer for your iclves, left you be allo tempted ; Beare one anothers 
Bh. 3 +1 3. burden, and forbeare one another in love, and fo fulfill the law of Chrift as we are al! 
(who profefle to beare his yoke) commanded of him, and engaged to him. ) 
And that which, bowing my knees to the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, I doe begge 
of him is, that what truth there is in the following Book, may be received in love ; and 
a _ what Errors are vented, may be rejyeted with hatred. And that he would turne to the 
iph 3. 9. ple (ashe hath promifed) a pure lip, and language, that they may {peake and mind one 
; thing, and ferve him with one fhoulder and confent ; That the Churches Truth and Peace 
once {ertled, may helpe to fettle the Peace and Prolperitie of the three Kingdomes , till 
the Lord Chrift take to himfelfe all his great Power, and make all the Kingdomes of this 
World his owne, for fpeciall Government and Proteétion, and till he hath finifhed his 
Churches Reformation 4 here in Grace, and Salvation forever in Glory. Even fo, Come 


‘Demini.Bex. Lord Jcfus, come quickly. Amen. So prayeth, waiteth, and refteth, 
it. 12, 


ties 


Your unworthy Brother, and 
al sy Servant inthe Gofpel , 


Joun STALHAM. 


Errata. 

3. ame 7,29. ult. for perticular read particular the like p.28, 1,27. pa. for afliftance r. 
p 3.4.30. for fylogiftically r. fyllogiftically p.6, L14-foroner on p.13. 1,5. for be. 
‘seve t. beleever for prividege r. priviledge. | 
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{| THE 
SVMME CON. 
FER ENGE TOWCHING 


INFANTS BAPTIS ME. 


After Prayer, the Introduétion tothe 
| Conference was as followeth. 


Mt. Staloam. 

He occafion of this great concourfe I do 
YF not well know ; nor the occafion, ofa 
mecting here in this Congregation, ce 
ther, then that fome ofthis Parifh doe 
differ from me in the point of Baptif- 
me; with whom I have conterred 
heretofore but have not prevailed, in 
regaining their confents to the ancient 
judgement in the particular pomt of baptizing Infants; And 
being drawne inof late at the requett ef a brother here pre- 
fent, to give my prefence, and poore affiltance at a Conte- 
rence or Difpute that was held at Wickham, the Difpute be- 
ing begun before I came ; yet being called then to moderate 
things bet weene the Minilter of Wickham, * and the partic ¢ 
here prefent ; by whom a Moderator was declined, | was 
drawne out by his queftions to give fomeanfwer : after the 
time was ipent,it feemesno fatisfaction was given, on either 
fide, yet we fo farre prevailed, even with him that ftands 
here as oppofite tous, that he concluded with a defire, if he 
were in an error, that we would pity him, and pray for him ; 
which did the more incline my {pirit in a loving way to give 

| 5 another 
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The I nsroduttion. 


another meeting ; refolving to the uttermolt I could, thar 
truth fhould conquer wherefoever it lights; for we come 


“not here this day for victory, but for truth; for taking fides 


* Lawrey. 


_ ther tocome into this recs Texpected it not my felfe, bes 


this, or that way; but for fiding with Chrift and his trath ; 
and for clofing with him inall he hath difcevered tous ; that 
he may beare us up; and ftablifh usin the prefent truth. And 
it was agreed becaule they declined a perticular Moderator 
that there fhould be two appointed to fpeake, and other a!- 
fiftance on each fide, to put in, as occafion ferveth , who 
fhould be named; and have libertie to {peake and no other ; 
that there be no tumultuous carriage in the bufinefle; for 
God that is the Godiof order, and not of confufion ; doth not 
call us hither to that end; but to behave our felves in as holy, 
and loving, and pious, and felfe-denying a way, as may be, 
that the crowne at la(t may be fet upon the head of truth, and 
of lefus Chrift himfelfe, who is the King of truth, and Truth 


it felfe ; and that he himfelfe and not we, carry away the 


victory. Now beloved,in fo great a ¢oncourle of people as 
here is, unexpected, ifyou look for fatisfa&tion at the crea- 
tures hands; :t is not to be had. Ged grant there be none 
come hither as they didto that Aflembly in the es, not 
knowing wherefore they came together, but onely for com- 
pany. The Lord keepe us from perils of falfe Brethren, that 
are readie to mif-con{true and mif-relate things after wards. 
And as our Brother * iweetly put up a requeft to God; that 
he would keepe usin his prefence, not to fecke our felves, 
but tolay downe our felvesat the foot of truth, and that the 
word may Judge betweene us now, as wellas it fhall judge 
usat the la{t day. If you make it appeare who are the per- 
ticular perfons that are to reafon with me, I fhall addreffe 
my felte tothe worke; for I cannot prevaile with any Bre- 


ing one of the weakelt of tenne thoufand, for God and for 
bas truth ; and am jealous the truth may fuffer through my 
weake managing of it: But as Abraham went oxt not 
knowing whither he went, feeing the call of God, and de- 
pending on his prefence and afliftance I undertooke the 


Worke. I defire therefore to know who is the perticular 


perion, 
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perfon, that is either to oppofe, or anfwer, as you pleafe te 


take it ; take the Opponents or Refpondents place, 


M‘. Batt. 
Jf you will be pleafed to lend your attention tea wordor two; 


Wen, Brethren, and Fathers; It mot unknowne unto you, 


that the great difference now inthis Kingdome, confifts of two 
things ; of the Dottrine of Bapti(me ; and of Free grace: con- 
cerwing the matter of free grase we hall not at this time fpeake 
of: But as Iconceivethe matter 1 concerning the aaminifira- 
tion of Bapti/me to infants, Which Schollers taught and 
hold neceffarie: For parts, I defire to an[Wer, that we 
sot the clory of the creature, mor the honour thereof, but to 
holdto truth, delivered to the Saints, we hold no more, 
but that Which the Apoftles pratkically did hold; we have mei- 
ther new Law, nor Lord, but Iefius Chriff, and therefore re- 
tatming the (ame Lord, there wthe fame Law : And therefore 
eur friends, we wifh you well, We defire that love, Which the 
Father hath civen for us, and me defire that the throne of grace 
will Witnelfe for whois inthe truth: and whether Go hath 
not given us the anctent truthin Iefus: And Iam the man te 
an/wer, inthe Difpute, Who fhallbanale things diancetwally, 
or axiomatically ; a6 you pleafe: Andihe Lordaffi/t us. 

Stal. Whom doz youcallin (under God) to your affi- 
tance ? 

Batt. Jf le ifion be, one of thefe two neighbours, sf not, there 
weeds none, | 

Stal, And if oceafion be, I defire one or two of my Bree 
thren in the deske to put in with me. 

Batt. Bett fo, we are content. 

Stal. The point then to be handled, and that Sylogifti- 
cally, is this Whether or no, the Infants of beleeving pas 
rents are tole baptized? Our friends which ftand in 
fition tous, they doeas yet profefls they hold out the Nega+ 
tive part, doe you not P 

Batt. Yes. 

Stal. Lhold the Affirmative, that fuch Infants are to be. 
baptized : And I hall lay for a Subftratum, and foundation of 
all Arguments, that I {hall produce for it, this one maine 

‘ | 


B 3 Argument 


— 
| 


The fi off aC onference 


~ Argument: That which is deduced from Scripture by dire 


and found confequence, isimplied ini the Seripture and hath 
authoritie from the Scripture, as if itiwere there in expreffe 
words; but the baptizing of infants is deduced from Scrip- 
ture, by direct and found confequen¢e, and therefore is ime 
plied in Scripture, and is of the fameiauthoritic as it it were 
there inexprefle termes. 

Batt. J deny your Minor. a 

Stal. Doc you grant the Major? elfe I will prove it by 
Scripture. | 

Batt. Prove your Minor of ab/olute conjequence, that cil 
dren are to be baptized. | 

Stal. 1 will prove it (but firlt, touching the Major and 
the Minor I would haye_all toundetitand they are the two 


-Propofitions in a Syllogi{me. The Major is the firlt, the 


Minor Propofition is the fecond. An@ from thole two pre- 
mifes, arife the conclufion: The Minor I prove it thus) 


They who are included in the fudftance of the Golpel Cove- 


nant are not to be excluded from the feale of the Covenant, 
but Infants are included in the dubftance of the Gofpel Cove- 
nant, and therefore not to be excluded from the feale of the 
covenant. 

Batt. Di/cover your ALimor,in the tovenant, wherber ‘yor 
inferre all infants, or [ome infants. | 

Stal. Sir: That is another Queftion, I meane indefinite! 
as | ipeake, 1 dos not maintaine the baptizing of all infants 
through the world, but this is my Minor; Infants are inclu- 
ded, &c. 

Batt. Prove the ALinor that they are included. | 

Stal, That Infants are included in the fubfance of the 
Gofpel covenant ; turne to the 17: of Genefis, and the 7. ver/. 
1 will eltablith my.covenant betweene me and thee, znd thy 
lecde after thee in their generations for an everlafiing co- 
yenant to be a God unto thee and to thy feed after thee. 


This promile here is a Gofdpel Covenant, a molt {ub{tantiall 


Gofpel Covenant, as any is in Scripture; but in this Gofpel 
Covenant the Infants of beleeving parents are included ;I 
will be a God to thee and to thy feed after thec,&c. Now 
what doe you anfwer ? 


Batt. 
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tonching I nfants Baptifme me. 5 


Batt. To give an anfwer, to this upen diftin ion : Twill 
eftablifh my Covenant with me and thee and thy feed after thee. 
an{wer in diftinEtion ; The Covenant of God according to 
the feed, the feed of Abraham acarnall or a [psrituall feed. if 
carnall then them that arc borne acc cording tothe flefe, sf [piri 
tuall, then none but they that are called by the word and Gofpel. 
that arcin any union with (brill, andin communion With le/us 
Chrift : thes I wer upon aiftintion, I will make acovenant 
With me and thee, and With thy feed. 

Stal. For {feeds you diftinguith, but what feed doe you 
include or exclude ; doe you include the { pirituall, and ex- 
clude the carnail. 

Batt. The carnal feed of Aoraham according to the flefh, 
We undsrftand according to the Scripture ; a twofold feed, : 
feed according tothe flefh, anda feea according tothe fpirit: I 
will make a Covenant with ms, and thee, andthy feed; that ws, 
the feed of Abraham, mot according to the fl but to the (birit : 
Jour interpretation wi not hold; you fay to children: yon 


include the chilaren according to the I will eft ablifh my 
ovenant with me, and thee, and thy feed, and the [eed are care 


nall er [pirituall : NoW this promife 1s not onely to the carnall, 


but to the (pirituall feed, 


Stal. Doe you grant the carnall iced? then you grant my 


Minor propolition.. 
Batt. When we grant the carnall feed We grant them to be 
the progenste of Aoraham that were the Temes: but when of 
irltuall feed, We [peake of thofe that are in ¢ommsunion Wit 
the Lord, and thofe that are not condstionally bat abfolutely 


caked. | 
Stal, This you faid before ; but what meane youby an 


adfolute call? 

Batt. By an abfolute call, J under fland that evidence of di- 
vine power made manifeft by the Gojpel, that 1, that was before 
a child of nature, and {oof wratg, am now becom: an heire of 
falwation and glory with Chrift. 

Stal. The carnallfeed then 1s wholly excluded. 

Batt, Becanfe the Gofpel Covenant is made te the (pirstw- 


all feed. 
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we prant you nothing granting the feed of on | 


datiansand the 


cai the 
Stal. 


QOnely 

» No, but I tome 
Minor,: which ts this, that Infants are included in Colpa 
Covenant ; I willeftablifh my Covenant with me, and thee, 
and thy feed after thee : Now that iced was the. polteritic 
of Abrabam, abelcevet,.and the carnall feed according to the 
Seth (take them as Infants) are in the Gofpel Covenant, 
grant, with the I have 

ire. 
Batt. You have nething, 


flefe, or according tothe fpiret ;.and sf nat of the flefo, ] am-the 
feed of Abraham sn the psrst; shereforesn the Gafpel covemans. 
Batt. In referreng om 

the 3. of the Galatians and the 3.6. ' ad si 

Stal. Then you deny the:camnall feed? 

Batt. Yes, for the boly Ghoft anfWers, the 
latians, and the 16... Now to Abraham end.bis feed were the 
promifes made, he faith notand te feeds 


to thu feed, Gd fy be will make Cove- 


want, 
Stal. I willproveitthat the Apoitlein she ofthe Ga 
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is to 
thecarnall is re brincsin 
in 


Baptifme. 


the Galatians but I will prove that Galatians the 3. and 

| 

That wills the promife the Apoflle : of 

there, in the 3. of the Galatians and the 16, was givenfourc ~ | 


hundred and thirty yeares beforethe Law ; bat 
in the pool ad the was not given foure hundred 

and thirtie yeares before the Law, therefore that in Galaté- 
ans the 3-and the 16. 17- 
and the 7. | 

‘Batt. No, why not | 
Stal, Becaufe of the different time. pat 
fpcake ofthe time ; Scripssre 
with Scripture ; compare verfe with uerfe ; fes 
madeto Abraham, to Chrift she feed ; be ene of 
met of Telus Chriff? 

Stal, That promife the Apoltle fpeakes fpeakes of, i in the Gala 
tians, hath direct reference to Iefus Chrift, bat thisin Ge- © 
17. feed tothe ficth;and-— 


Batt. Iwill proveit. 
Stal; Nay Sir It is my ove 
doe wrongly 17s 
expofition ; but thigespofition you give out of the 3. of the 
Galatians and the 16. varieth froon tse mind of ths holy 
“Batt. A4ydemall is shit, thas this expefton variesh nos 
it doth; Tlie mind ofthe holy Ghott in Gee 
3.the 16, and the 17- isupona promife confirmed 
before of God in Chrift, foure hundred and thirty yeares be- 
fore the Law ; but this in Genes the was not 
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Batt. J pray prove it, shat thes promife Genefisthe 17. Was 
not made foure hundred and thirtie yeares before the Law. 

Stal. 1 doe prove itthen; The frit premife made to -4- 
brabam foure hundred and thirtie veares before the Law, was 
at his firft calling; but this promile was foure and twentic 
yeares after. 
Batt. Conceive it fo, yet prove that there was foure and 
twentie ycares difference bet the fir ft promi/e, and thisin 
Genefis the 17. | 

Stal. { prove it thus; The firft promife was given hina 
when he was {eventie and five yeareg old; this when he was 


ninetie nine yeares old; now count, compare and conclude. 


Batt. You Arewe ; of there be difference in time the promi/c 


ts mot one; the Argument arifeth fromtime , and not from the 

truth of the proms/e. | | 
Stal. lt the Apoftle will argue from time,why may not Ir 
Batt. The Apofile doth net argue fren time; lay deWwn your 


Anjwer and | foal take it #p. 


Stal, 1am to argue, youare to anfwer ; and I fhall take oft 
your ani wer. 
_ Batt. J Amfwer,the promife the eApofile fpeaks of mot the 
fame with Genelis the 12, andthe 3, but with this in Genefis 
the 17. Where be faith, ( let all indge of this ) Iwill be a Ged, 
what ? aGod without Chrift , J wilbe a Ged, without Chri(i 
Tefus, thie us admirable. 

Stal, Yourunne from the thing, have I not given you {a- 
tisfaGtion that Galatsaxs the 3. and the 16. muftreferre to 
Genefisthe 12. andthe 3. Inthy feed, &c. 

Lambe. be 12.0f Genefis doth not fpeake-of any feed,there- 
st mult have reference to the 19. Chapter. 

Stal. To take off thar Anfwer, thusI reafon; whatfoever 
isunder{tood in the Text, isthere. and muft be made out 
trom the fenfe; Inthe 12. of Gene/is and the 3. Chrift is un- 
derftood ; for when he faid in thee, itis not meant of Abra- 
bams perion, unlefie you will lay the foundation of jultifica- 
tion in eSbrabams porfon. 

Lamb. df then the 12. of Genefis freaks of feed, bow ss it 
that the Apofile bash it, he faith not wuto thy feeds but unto thy 

feed, 
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toucbing Infants Baptifme, 


Seed, forafmuch as the Apoftles expofitson ts im termes, it muff 
be meant of the 17. of Genclis, where mention 6 made of (eed, 
and not of the12: where there 1s no {uch mention, 

Stal. If it be fuffieient , that in the 3.0f the Galatians and 
the 8. the Apoltle applycth it toour juftification by Chrift, 
Chrift is there implyed. 

Lamb. We have not a controver fie, whether st be foimplyed ; 
or not, but Whether fo expreft. | 

Stal. Shut your eyesand be blind; Is it not enough that 
Ihave proved, it isimplyed, you mutt goe backe to my firft 
fubftratum , and Argument laid ; That that is deduced out of 
Scripture,is implyed in the Scripture,the fenfeof thofe words, 
Inthe 12. of Genes and the 3.1s meant of Chnilt, not of 4- 
brahams perfon, and you have an expofition of it, without go- 
— ing to the 17. of Genefis andthe 7: the Apoitles expofition of 

is better then yours or mine, he faith, it is meant of 
his feed, the Lord Chrift, 
Lamb. How doth that appeare ? 
Sead. | will make itappeare by two Demonttrations, ( Be- 


fides that evident paflage, Geme/is the 22. and the 1 8. compa- 
red with e4éts the 3. the 25, 36.) The firft, isthe 3. of the 
Galatians and the 8. the Scripture preacheth, that in thee 
fhall all nations be blefled; the Apoftle quoteth out thofe 
words; from the 13.0f Genefis and the 3. where he faich,the 
Scripture preached Gofpel ; ifthe Lord Chrift be not meant; 
we mult underftand it, as if he had not preached Gofpel, but 
Law, and layed it on man, and not on Chriftas the foundati- 
on; but the holy Ghoft faith by Paw/; the Scripture preach- 
eth Gofpel ; | 

Lamb. grant your Argument ; but your Argument doth 
not exprefjet feed at all, foal we under fiand st, whether 


expreft or no ? | : 
Stal. Note,if thisbe not an evafion, if not a contradiction, 
you fight againft the light ; But fecondly, again you urge the 
word (he faith) we fay fence of Scripture is Scripture,that 
which is drawn out of Scripture in the true meaning , is the 
Scripture : though it "7 not in exprefic termes fay it. 


Lamb. Prove sf. 
Stal. 
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if Stal. 1 will give you an evident inftance, inthe 7. of John 
the 38. He that beleeveson me as the Scripture hath faid,out 
a 1 of his belly thall flow rivers of water of life, the Scripture 
q _ faith itsyet you doe not finde it punctually,in exprefic termes, 
where the Scripture faith, he that beleeves, out of his belly 
{hall flow rivers of living water; and therefore in Genefs the 
12. and the 3. the Scripture faith it there, and faith it not; it 
faith it in fence , and notin expretle words ; that in e<bra- 
hams {ecd all nations, &c. 
Batt. What us your inference from that, and if the holy Ghoft 
snclude it, and not expre(jeit ; What 1 that? 
Stal. Inference, you mult yeeld me what I have proved. 
Batt. Yom will give us leave to compare Scripture with: 
Scripture. 


Stal. Compare what you will; but grant that I have pro- 
ved, what you would have proved. 
Batt. Compare that place; In the 17. of Genefis and the 7. 
that st, argues tothe 3, of the Galatians ; J will eftablifh my co- 
venant, with Whom’ God primarily doth eftablifo a covenant 
with bis Sonne Telus Chrift; did he eftablifh acovenant with 
ss, or With ( brift? the promife uw to one, and therefore that 1s 
the covenant. 


Stal. The eftablithing the covenant with others in Chrift 
isone thing , and the eftablithing the covenant primarily in 
Chrilt is another. | 

Batt. The covenant may be (aid to be made in Chrift and 
4 with Chrift ; im Chrift as promifes are made to the glory of the 
4g Father , and with Chrift as he fatisfies for all, if I eftablifh a 
; covenant with me andthy feed, when the promife made -to feed, 

a as to on, what ts that, bat of the covenant in C brift 

Stal. tis iq, the promife made tothe feed as to one, is 
that covenant eftablilhed in Chrift; Asin Gad.3.16. which 
{peaks of the promife primarily eftablifhed in  hrift, But that 
inthe 17 of Genejis, {peaks of the promite eftablithed with 
ae Abraham and his teed or polteritic; ina fecondary way. 

Batt. Conceive it thus. Was there a covenant made with 
Abraham and his feed, in thee phall all nations , cc. where 


that covenant made but wit) { bri/t , and in Chrift ? 


Stal. 


= 
> 
x 
x 
‘ 
if 
‘ 
i ; 
| 
o 
i 
x 
*, 
4 
t 
> 
| 
be 


af ants Baptifme. me. 


Stal. Thisig that! fay, that as the Father tranfacts 


and carryeth on all the worke of our redemption inand by 
Chrift. Sofecondarily, the thing we prove is, that the 17. of 
Genefisholds out that covenant tobelcevers, and their feed, 
and he covenants 17 them, thathe willbe their God for 
ever. 

Batt. Now i come tothe fecond point , where you freake, 
the promsfe is made ta us and to cur feed; and please yeu where 
isthe promife made tous and to cur feed: bring an equalitie 
and that it be as the common covenant. 

Stal. I would we\might come to the Argument, 

Batt. [Would I comldunderftand your Argument. 

Stal. 1am {til proving, my Minor propofition,that Infants 
are in the va i covenant, and you confeffe fo much, nor doe 
you deny the covenant but to the carnall feed. 

Batt, lan/Wwer Infants are included in the Gofpe! covenant, 
shat 1s, Infants in the dayes of Abraham take them according te 
yet the feed of Abraham confi/ts tWo parts carnal 

fpirituall The as carnaH,and the ether as fpirituall.and 
Piritmall [ced are onely included in that covenant. 

Stal. Doe you include the one and exclude the other ? 

Batt. doe | one isthe carnall feed, and the other i 
the fpirituall. 

Stal, will prove the tender of the covenant made to 
brabam, and his carnal {eed according to the fleth. 

Batt. This we will grant it; if you onely underfland that 
the feed of Abraham according to the flefh 5 onely them that are 
born according to the flew. 

Stal. I doe not fay,but that poner ae hath a fpirituall feed; 
but I deny that thefe words Gevefisthe 17. and the 7. are 
meant once ly of his {pirituall feed , but meant alfoof the feed 

according to the eth, give me leave to prove what I fhould 
prove. 

Batt. Prove it 

Stal. That feed which goesalong in the genétations and 
lineal! de{cent is the carnall feed ; but t this feed {fpoken of and 
that God makes the promife to, he willbe aGod to him and 
to his feed after him » goes along in the lineall defcent in their 

Ca genera- 
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Chorifi, becanfe they have the honomr of circumcifion theres 


generations, therefore it is meant of the carnall feed; for it is 


not faid I ama God tothee and thy feed in {pirituall regene- 


ration ; you may expound it fo; but the words will not beare 
it; or that itis meant of Tefus Chrift , the {pirituall {eed , in 
whom the covenant was founded; But befides that I have 
{aid, it follows prefently in the plurall number , added to the 
snd after thee in ( their ) genera- 
tions ; it isnot {fpoken of one, itdoth not meane that in the 
3. of the Galatians and the 16. which refers as before to Ge- 
nefis the 12.and the 3. that fpeaks of one,but here are many in 
their geri@rations {poken of. 

Batt. Jf the covenant be meant of Abrahams feed according 
te the fiefh, then it ss meant fo; but thu Scripture hath reference 
to the fpiritwall feed, 

Stal. Itis good for me I include the fpirituall, and not ex- 
clude the carnall. : 

Batt. Grant it to the carnall feed of Abraham. 

Stal. Why then did you, to ftrengthen your expofition of 
the fpirituall feed bring the 3. ef the Galatians and the 16. 
which onely is meant of the {pirituall feed Iefus Chrift. 

Batt. We gave an an/Wer befure that the covenant % made in 
Chrift, and that 1 an alluall covenant in Chrift, and therefore 
st comes net from the loynes of Abraham to ss ; if the covenant 
be made to us in { brift and with Chrift, andif the Father com- 
municate it te us, aries not from the loynes of Abraham, but 
from (briji to us. 

Stal. 1 doe not go about to prove, it arifes from Abrabam 
but what promife ( firft founded in Chrift ) God made to 4- 
brabam (asabeleeving parent ) that God makes now to be- 
leeving parents ; but to Abrabam he {aid I willbe a God, &c. 

Batt. Here ss your Argument, sf God make a covenant to 
Abraham and to his, then te etber beleevers and to their feed,but 
God hath made a covenant to Abraham and bis feed, therefore to 
other beleevers. anfwer upon diftinStion thus. that he bath 
made a promifcin Scripture , if Abrahams feed then heires of 
promsfe, but to fay, that God made a promife to Abraham and 
bus carnal feed , and then to my feed to give me the fame bleffing 
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fre Infants bre to be baptized, this I any 
Stab, 1 come not yet to reafon from Circumcifion to Ba 
tifme ; Iamata Argument, and drive at that t 
Scripture drives at, wx. That the promife ismade to Abra- 
no but asa beleeve, and itis there- 
ore made to ot vers no fingular prividedge, 
‘but as they are beleevers. 
‘Batt. Ideny your Minor ; that on che beleeving the 
promisfe 1s made to Abraham. 
Pi Stal Asa beleever, I fay it was. made , not as having any 
other fingular priviledge ; the promife is made to him. 
Batt. Proweit, 

Stal, I prove it; That which was the occafion of renew- 
ing the covenant with Abraham is one reafon of thé cove 
nant, but the occafion of his renewing the covenant in the 
17-0f Genefis; was as he wasabeleever, who in Chapter 
the 16. (if pare it) had not walked with a night 
foot but ftept afide te to Dla ar, thinking the promife might be 
fulfilled that way ,but God admonifheth him Chapter the 17. 
and the 1. that if he will walke uprightly, and manage his 
faith fincerely, not feeking for indireét means, to ferve his 


providence , and tohelp on the accSmplifhment of the pro- 


mife,his covenant was with him, & now he would renew it. 
Batt, Recanfe Godrenewes hu covenant in a declaration of 
faith, therefore deth God doe it for hu faith ? 

Stal. Not for faith, but that the promife which was made 
to Abraham on no fingular priviledge but as a beleever,and fo 


toother beleevers,as beleevers, that he might fill be a {tron- 


ger beleever and be eftablifht in his faith. 

Batt. Jt doth not follow,that I being abeleever,as a 
have the [ame covenant made With me as Abraham bad. 

Stal. What is made to a beleever , as a beleever agrees 
to the whole kinde of beleevers, but this promif: was made 
to Abraham a bclecver, asa beleever, therefore, 8c. 

Batt. Here us your eArgument , that which is made to one 
beleever, as a beleever st made to all the kinde of beleeversas be- 
Leewers. | 


Ssal. 3, what is onade to eAbrzham is made toallbelee- 
3 vers. 
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vers for the tubltance; indeed that he fi vall have not one!v 
hen en; but heaven fhall betyped out by Canaan, and the 
land of Canaan civen by pramife not oy the Law, as the Apo- 
{tle faith; And again, that he (halihay e the promife that Chrift 
fhallcome in the fiefh, and of hisloynes, thefe are circum- 
ftances, but the fubltance of the promufs belongs to him then, 
and to us now, that is Chrilt, the fubftance of the Gofpel co- 
venant, ismade over to Abraham; asabeleever , and fo to 
every belecyer. 

Batt. Dhe wil be a God tethee and to 
thy feed; he a God to Abraham and to bis feed; therefore he 
cave them the land ef Canaan, the Oracles,and the like. 
Stal. Isthat the fub{tance of the Covenant ; I hope you 
are not {fo ignorant but you underitand, I will be a God to 
thee, &c. to meanc more then fo. What is that? I willbe 
more then Canaan, | will giye thee Canaan, outward blef- 
fings, and priviledges, and more ; for it in- 
cl ides heaven, happinefle, and alls. if ever he (peakes ofa 
whole cosuniee) I will be a God to them, Inthe 31. of Tere- 
miab and the 32. and the 33.he joyneth {pirituall g eraces with 
this, 1 willbe a God: and that it includes heaven, fee He- 
brews the 11.and the 162 Had I time to compare the places 
you would ice it includesall , either temporall or ipirituall 

bieHings ; he is no God. toany but in Chrift, and in a {peciall 
covenant of Grace: ifhe did offer bimfelfe to any fince .4- 
tall to be their God, it was in Chrilt,and tn thef> words, 
I willbe a God to thee and thy feed, here is the {ub{tance of 
the Gotpel Covenantjand what in the tubltance, 1 is madeto 


Abraham as avelecver, agreeth to us as beleevers ; or, toall 
other dbeleevers whereloeve 


Batt. Jan/wer, Jf what ever agreesto Abraham as a belee- 


ver, that therefore bis children foould be circamc 


Stal. No, that is but the cirenmitance or the old feale; I 
plead not tor that, but tor the fubftance of the promife, God 
to be our Grog, and the God of ours ; and therefore the new 
feale totoliow uponit. 

Batt. 4 Ged, what « Ged to Abraham and his feed asin 
common previledge ; God a God in fpirit, to ms as We ure wni- 
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tedto Chrift, and cloathed with his righteou/meffe; and thus 
mife was made to Adraham, 4s 4 beleever and to his /pirituall 
feed, to them he {aith, I will be their God. 

Stal. But itistaid further, as! willbe thy God, fo will 
be their God ; for the meaning whereof I pray compare the 
8. veric and the 7. together of the 1 7. of Genefis 31 will efta- 
blifh my Covenant with me and thee, and I will give to thee 
and thy feed the land of Canaan, and 1 will be their God; 


their God, whofe God? theirs, that thali inhabire Canaan: 
Now thus! Argue ; that feed that the Lord {peakesof,.in the 
8. veric¢, he {peaks of in the 7. verfe, he {peaks in the S.verie; 
of a carnalliced, of a feed that fhall inherit Canaan, and he 
makes as full a promife to them as tc any, in the 7. verfe,they 
that are borne of Abrabam according tothe fieths therefore 
they have the full fubftance of the Gofpel promife. 

Batt. Conceive it fo, if the {cope of the promife to Abraham 
and bis feede be fa, Godts not onely the God of Abrahams /eed, 
but of mine, as lima beleever: That which we give for ane 
Swer,is this, 4f We Were children of Abraham according to the 
flefh, and Iewes oy nativitte, fouuld grant your Lueftion, but 
being Gentiles we are not in this Covenant or bave no reference 


to thts covenant. 
Stal. Then i argue from what your Anfwer implies; that 
not being made to Abraham ascommon toother beleevers, 
it is made to him by fingular priviledge; but it is not made 
to him, by fome (ingular priviiedge. 
Batt. laxfwer, it is made to Abraham in the Way of fome 
fingutlar pri wiledge ; for Abrahams feca Were be circumes/ed: 
to Abrahams ced were given the Oracles of God, andtobis 
feed the glory of the Church, that Chrift foould come of bim, 
Stal. Theie were circumltantiall ; I wall be their God is 
‘more then allthefe, which {ubitantiall promife was not made 
in way toany circumftance; but the cireuin{tantiall privi- 
depend upon.and were made for the fubitance fake. 
Batt. You come tothefe words, in the 31, of leremiah 
he [peakes there, ke faith, T bis is the covenant they are in, abfo- 
lutcly, after thofe dayes, ] Wall put my Law in their minds, ana 
write it iatheir hearts, and Iwill be their God, and they fhall be 
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my people ; concesve the covenant thus; if youargue from the 
[ubftance of the covenant. 

Stal. From hence I will raife an Argument ; look what 
promife or fubftantiall Gofp2l covenant, God made with 
eAbrabam and his {eed before the people went into Canaan; 
yea befcre they goe out of Feypt, he faith, he will make 
with others in timesof the New Teftament; but the cove- 


gant which eremiah the 31. and the 33. he faith, he will 


make in thote dayes is, that God will be their God, even of 
the leaft or youngelt of thems verie the 34: Therefore God 
makes the fame covenant now for fubltance with the 
youngelt as the eldeft that God willbe their God, & c. As for 
other circumitances of the covenant they are not laid downe 
till they come out of Egypt;then began the whole Nationall, 
and io Typicall Church ; then began the publike ceremonial] — 
adminiltration ; but here in Jeremiah the 31. dealing about 
the dub{tance of the covenant as with beleevers in the New 
Teltament, he makes the fame covenant that he made be- 
fore they went into Egypt, even when Abraham wastobe 
the pattcrnc to other beleevers; and when God faid, I will 
ve a God tothee, and thy feed. 

Batt. J Wik be a God to thee ana thy feed, but the wordis 
herein leremiah,/ will be their God,and they fhall be my people: 
that is, he fhall be Goa to people that are {piritually calledyand be 
will put bis Spirit in them. | 

Stal, Andto their children; the leaft of the number a- 
mong Godspeople; he will give himfelfe, his Spirit and 


knowledge, &6. 


Batt. Being a God ef hu people, st feemses then bis people is 
carnal or {pirstuall. 


Stal, He can and doth,make them that come of beleeving 
parents, of carnall, {pirituall. 

Batt. Yow are not ignorant that though there be ecclefiain 
potentia, yet we are te argue of the Church in the att, and 
of thofe that be altmally in the covenant. 

Stat. 1 willgoc along with you; the promife puts them 
aCtually in the covenant: I reafon thus; they to whom the 
promite 1s given,haye an aCtuall admiffion into the covenant; 

but 
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but the promife is given to the children of beleeving parents, 
therefore there is an actuall admiffion of them, as confede- 


rates inthe covenant, with their parents; If God paffe his 
word for it, there is the act of his will, and the parent be- 


leeving his word, there is the act of his faith, though as yet 


the child come not forth with hisat. 
Batt. Prue, the declaring Gods mine makes it reall; the 


word of promi/e in Scripture is taken declarative when it comes 


to a foule to have the experience of le/us Chrift, and after grace 

received, and when in full we recesve all in C hrift, to the glory 

of God, 

- Stal. Befides all this, the word of promife ts made, be- 
fore the worke of grace is begun ; for God begins with us in 


the Gofpel, and puts us and our children under the tender of 


the covenant, as the feale of the covenant. Youfay, that the 
promifeismade toe Abraham on fome fingular priviledge. 
which I grant, in re{peét of the circumttances ; but the fub- 
{tance of the Gi {pel is the fame to all beleevers in the Old 
‘and New Teftament, as beleevers. 

Batt. 4s a bcleever we argue tothe point, but not because of 
the att of beleeving Was the covenant made. 

Stal. \Ne doe not lay it upon any previous merit,or worth 
in the faith of a beleeving parent, for himfelfe or child ; but 
upon the preventing free grace of God, whois pl zafed to 
accept them both inthe cevenant, when he admits the one, 
he admits the other. 

Batt. Why, but in beleeving we under |tand faith doth not go 
before the covenant, but faith follows thecovenant I 
pole you are not fo sgnorant, as tethinke that grace goes before 
thecovenant. 


Stal, Sir,1am fo ignorant, as to conceive that the cove- 


nant in the tender of it, goes before faith; the covenant af- 
fords the {ced of faith the covenant,is the miniltratiorrof the 
{pirit of faith; we cannot have faith but from the promife 

which breeds.and begets faith. . 
Batt. Jt # one thing to confider the promsfe in re[pett of ob- 
lation, I may preach the promife to thoufands, and not comfirme 
grace in Iefus Chriff, 
| tal, 
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Stal. But to fpeake in other words, more proper, and 

laine ;an outward offer, and outward eltabliihment bya 
there is, to beleevers children, as to themfelves, 
though not the inward eftablifhment by the dpirit, preiently, 
nor ever it may be, to all thofe children. 

Batt. [f we fpeake to beleewers and their feed, all the feed of 
beleevers is aswe confider Abraham according to the fief, or 
Abraham aceording to the [pirit : if aceording to the flefb, fo the 
covenant is to andlis feed ; and if according to the [pirit, 
thecovenant is there ; and the Go/pe! allows of wo other fecd, but 
ascording to the {pirit. 

Stal. Allows how ? the Gofpel makes an offer and tender 
not onely in this, but in other places; it makesan offer of fal- 


vation to thofe that are the feed of beleeving parents, whe 
have not the worke of grace in them. 


Batt. Soitdoth tothe Whole Wwerld.  - 
_ Stal. Yeamore thenthat, it makes the offer,as God gives 
over huntelfe in the feale of the covenant to the feed of be- 


‘leeving parents, as to themfelves, which he dothnot to all . 


the world. 


Batt. J pray give Scripture for it ; tf God bath mot done as 
much for them afarre off, as for them that are meare ; whom the 
Lord our God {hall call. 


Stal. 1 raife this argument to that I faid before; if the 


| feale of the covenant be to Abrabam and his feed, becaufe of 


the promile, then he that hath the promife mufthave the 
feale, &c. | | 


Batt. raw ont your Syllogifme, — 


Stal. 1 will put it as plaine as I can; the promife or the 
fubttance of the Gofpel covenant is the ground of the feale ; 
but beleevers and their {eed have the fuditance of the Gofpel 


covenant, therefore they mutt have the feale. 


Batt. Jt is denied that beleevers feed muf} therefore have the 


feale, becaufe of the promsfe prove it. 


Stal. | prove it; what was a ground,why Abrahams feed, 
have the feale, is the round why the feed of other beleevers, 


_ fhould have the feale = but the promife was the ground af 4- 
brabams {cale,&c. 


Batt. 
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Batt. /t is denied that the promi/c was the crownd of Abra~ 
hams/eale. | 

Stal. Inthe 17. of Gesefts and the 9. after God had made 
a promife to him and his feed ; he telshim, Thou fhalt keepe 
my covenant therefore: Wherefore ? beeanfe he had made 
a promife or covenant to be his God, and the God of his feed. 

Batt. But wherefore hall bis feed be circumcifed withont 
commiffion? 

Stal, make the covenant the gronnd of che conr- 
mand, of fetting to the feale ; therefore efbrabam (hall pro- 
cure that feale to his children, which God appoints to him, 
and in that he hath made a promnife to his children as to htm- 
felf e; therefore he muft procure the feale: if the covenant 
were the caufe or ground of it,they are then to have the feale 
fet, by Gods command, whofoever we finde within the 
compaffe of the covenant,&c. | 
_ Batt. J/fay,there was acovenant made with Abraham, and 
be hath children and fervants, but they cannot be circumei(ed 
till theve 13 a comm: [fion given ; and there may be a promife and 
acovenant, but Without acommiffion no circumcifing. 

Stal. Servants we deale not with who are of yeares ; bt 
the feed of beleeving parents, what is made to Abrabamas a 
beleever, is made to the reft of beleevers, but the command 
of the feale is given upon the promife made to dbraham,and 
his feed; therefore all beleeving parents that have their chil- 
dren in the covenant, haye a command to put to the feale and 
procure the feale forthem : Or, I will prove it another way, 
if parents cannot manage’ their faith of the covenant without 
procuring the feale which God hath commanded, they mutt 
procure it,in faith of the promife, and in obedience to a com- 
mand, but parents cannot elfe manage their faith of the co- 
venant; therefore as they procured eircumeifion in the Old 
Teftament, fo baptifme in the New. 

Batt. To which we anfwer: It managed according to the 
Gofpel ; if he himfelfe receive the figue as Abraham receoves the 
figne or [eale of circumetfon. 

Stal. But Abraham receives a command for it, for his 
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children; and therefore all parents are bound to procure the 
{eale for their children. 

Batt. defire to explaine my felfe ; there Was nothing put in 
execution Without acommand fromthe time of Adam snto A- 
braham, from the dayes of Abraham Chrift, from the dayes 
of Chrift, till now ; when there was no command, there was 
nocircumcifion ; and whew there acommiffion Uhmael cire 
cumcsifed and then at that time, at thirteene yeares old 
thirteene yearcs he remained uncircumci/ed. 

Stal. But when the covenant is made with ebrabam, 
and againe renewed for circumcifion, there isa command 
upon that cround: Abrabam hath a command for circum- 
cifion and mult apply it becaufe of the promife; foit God 
hath given parents a promife in the New Teltament for 
children ; then they have acommand for applying baptif{me 
to their children upon that promife ; which isan cverlafting 
eround and reaion of the command. | 

Batt. Abrahams children have a command to be circum. 
cifed, therefore they are circumes[ed ; and if parents have re- 
ceived acomsmsand for their children to be baptized, then they 
are to be baptized ; prove tt. 

Stal, They have a command for Baptifme in the generall, 
and in the promife to. them and their feed there is included 
acomunand, to apply the feale to all towhom the promife 
belongs. Ergo. 

Batt, be command wstncluded in the promife, then my 
child, be baptized as Abrahams was 

Stal. the command is included in the promife 
wherein children are confederates, they are to be baptized ; 
what hinders but the eommiand is included. & c. 

Batt. J If the Command were ann: xed to the Covenant andexe | 
prefjed im the covenant ; as circumcifon which ss wot included, 
but [poker of ; wherefore the conclufion fokcwes from the pre- 
mmifes if the Command m.ide were not oncly included, but a com- 
msi ffion given as for circumecsfion. 

Stal. It there was acommand given to the promife for 
it halds that the promufe being given to belee- 


vers 
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vers and to their feed, then fuch parents are to procure the 
{eale for them: 1 will give you aninftance ; if the promifes 
be called commands, they carry acommanding power with 
them; or thus | will raife my Argument; If there be the 
wer of a command in the premife (that it is included 
though not exprefled) they are to improve that promife for 
the feale, but there 1s fuch power in a promife (as.l could 
fhew * ) that it carrie$a command in the bowels of it,there- * Nehem. 1. 
fore {uch a command for the feale is implied, and drawnout A. 13.47. - 
from the promifes. | | 
Batt. Doe you jay the promi/e, or a promi/e. 
Stal. This or that promife ; or the promife indefinitely, | 
Batt. Of or that promi/e, if we have a command with 
ss we may doc things promije, [uch was circumeifion q 


in the command of st. ay 

Stal, And iuch is the promife to beleevers and their feed, 
that acommand is implied in it; whence drawmy Argu- 
ment, doe you anfwer to it: if there lietha command in the 
bowels of a promiie, it muft be improved, and the parents 
mu(ft manage it for their children ; but in thisor that promife 
there is acommand. | 

Batt. What command can there be on this handyor that fro 
a promife ; When you [peake tndefinitely of them. 

Stal. 1 thall pot nced further to prove a command if you 
grant a promife: The covenant of grace runs thus, in pro- 
mifes there are precepts ; in precepts, promifes underftood 
or implied; though not exprelt: there isa mutualland re- 
ciprogall refleQion one upon another; if God promife a thing 
in-one place, there isa precept in another ; andif there bea 
precept in one place,there isa promife in another ; thisis the 
covenant of grace: af God give a promife toa beleever and 
hisfeed, you thall fad a command tor the admuniltration of 
the fign of the covenant. 

Batt. Batexpreffe places of command there are for atlwall Thaugl af- 
beleevers ; Jn Matthew the 28, and the 16. o/ Marke. terwards we 

Stas. Thereare, we fhall come to that afterwards, * bur wanted time, 
urge ( prefuppofing that command sn gencrall to belee- 
ving Gentiles, AZa:thew the 38. aud the 19.) that for our purpoke. 
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longs to Abraham, belongs to other beleevers, the promife | 
will be a God tothee and thy feed, and the promife as the 
eround of the command , comes fotohim , therefore other 
beleevers have acommand , toprocure the feale of the pro- 
mife, with the promife, or upon that ground. 
Batt. We have an[Wered that the feed of Abraham, was un- 
der {tood according tothe flefh before ; and fo according to the 


vit: and thut in the Golpel. 

Stal. The Gofpel is in that Text, In the 17. of Genefis it 
isa Golpel covenant. | 

Ratt. How farre, to no more then Abraham and bis /piri- 
feed. 

Stal, Uhave proved it, it is meant of the earnali feed ; and 
T will prove further, it is made to Abrabampasa beicever, up- 
on no other {peciall priviledge ; It was made to Ffaac amd to 
Jacob,as wellaste Abraham ; theretore not to Abraham by 
any fpeciall priviledge. 

Batt. No not made to Abraham frectall priviledge, the 

holy Ghoft-fayes, it 1s made to Abraham s a fpeciall priviledge; 
the promife was made to your father Abraham. \ 

Stal. Not to Abraham oncly, but to Jfaac and Jacob, and if 


‘itbe no more priviledgethen what Z/aac or Pacob hath, it is 


no more priviledge, then what other beleevers have. 

Batt. True, other beleevers inthe (ame line as Waac and 
cobinthe flesh , but the lineall de[cent is broken; looke the 
9, to the Romances. | 

Stal. The lineall defcent is not broken. 

Batt. Inthe 9. to the Romanes and the 7. verfe ; not becawfe 
they are the feed of Abraham are they all children , but in Waac 
thy feed be called. 

Stal There the holy Ghoft {peaks not of externall admi- 
mitration; but of effeCtuall application. 

Batt. They tha: ore the chilaren of the flefh, are not tbe fons 
of God, children of the promife. 

Stal. The time willrun away, we fet two or three houres 
apart, forthis exercife, and not above , and appointed a Ser- 
mon to be in the afternoone ; and net to put that worke by ; 
Let us goe to another Argument , whereby I prove the 
Iineall deicent isnot broken. |. 
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Batt. Anfwer to the place. 
Stal, Solhave , and fhalltake off your An{wer from that 
ace in the next Argument. 
uk New, Wherefore did God command, that the childrenof Here Mafter 
Abrabam (hould be circumceifed ? ‘Newtou put in. 
Batt. ¢ 4n/er, God did command, that the children of A- | 
brahamn /hould to difting thew from otber 
New. That I grant, why clfe grant you, that God madea 
covenant to Abraham and his{eed, and they were circumci- 
fed; were a not circumcifed becaufe it was a feale of the 
covenant. 
Batt. J doe not deny ig, mor will not. 
New. You fay, they are not circumcifed, becaufe the pro- 
mife is made to hims It is M'. Lambs An{wer io his Book. 
Batt. [take your words, you fay, that | foould fay they are 
not circumeifed becaufe of the promife of the covenant; chee 
fay, the commiffion and command make 11 « figne according 
to the promsfe, | deviate not bing, 
New, aske you this Queition, whether circumcifion was 
the feale or figne uf the covenant. 
Batt. Jt was the fealeof the righteoss{nelfe of faith, 
New Whether is it the fcale or figne of the covenant. 


Batt. it # the feale of the righteon/neffe of faith, grant that. 

New. Andi am glad you confefle that it is the leale and 
figne of the covenant. 

Batt. Vnderfland us according to Scripture, though the boly 
Ghoft fay,that Abraham received the jign of circunscifion that 
he mig hi be the father of all beleeving. 

New.Grant this and I have done, was it as for dittinction fo 
as the figne.and feale of the covenant,you didgrant It. 

Propound your JS pllogi/me. 

I will firit aske you this Que{tion,God madea pro- 
to Aérabem and bis ieedsivas | it nota covesiant of grace 


and falvation? | 
I Anfver yea to bis feed 


JVew, And was it not to his Infants? 


Batt. According to she flefaand alfa to the fpirit. 
iVew, Stay at as acovenant of crace and fal- 
vagion.. Batt,. 


| 
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Batt. According tothe fiefs, or according tothe fpsrit. 

New. Tcare not tor that, whether to the flefh or no,ifaco- | 
venant of grace and falyation, to Infants; Tam the God of 
them anid their feed, then God gives crace to Infants, then 
his Infants might have faith,and many died before,as after cir- 
cumcilion the promife isnot voyd, if they are not circum- 
cifed then God gives a promife of grace to Infants, though 
they have not actuall faith. 

Batt. if God make a covenant of crace and falva- 
tion to Infants, then be gives grace ana falvation torhbem, we 
fhall anfWwer what you confirmed before, when you nnderftand 
that the infants or children According to the flesh or | grace 


if 
and falvation, 1 made to them and their feed , lineally defcendes 


from Abraham. | 

New. Then God made a covenant to Abraham and his 
feed, to give them grace and falvation, I will bring you to that 
that you would have your felte. 

Batt. Speake no untruths in a publique place. 

New. God gives grace to Abrahams Infants and they were 
cireumeifed. 


Batt. Conceive me fo, if fotbat God give grace and falva- 
sion tothe feed of attuall beleevers. 

New. If God gives grace and falvation to Abrabams In- 
fants and to others alfo , then they may be baptized as the o- 
ther are circumcited if God give the thing fignitied they may 
have the figne and {eale. 

Batt. That promife made to Abraham and his feed. 

NeW. My Syllogitme is, if God gives the thing fignified, 
then they are to be baptized, but God gives the thing fignifi- 
ed, and therefore, &c. 


Batt. True, and I confe (fe if we confider no di ference in the 
fate of the Church before the Law and now , then your Argu- 
ment Would bold, but no’ the children of Abraham actording 
to the flejh, they mufi have faith aktually, before they be admit- 
tea te Bapts/me. 

4Ve w.Y ou make a difference in the {tate of the Law andthe 
Gotpel; will you not grant thofe children in the ftate of the 
Gotpel tohave grace ; andas cifeumcifed in 
brabams dayes, thalinot children be baptized gn the dayes of 
the G olpel? Batt. 
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Batt. Wefay, as the admeiniftration of the Old Teftament ss abo- 
lifoedin other things, foit wtoinfants ; that it holds mot now to us 
Gentiles, as before. 

Stat. | will take off the an{wer; Iwill prove it to hold in pro- 
portion with the Gentiles children, asthe Iews: And {0 I paffe 


toanother Argument, to prove our children under a promife of 


erace and falvation,as they come from us by lineall defcent. 

Batt. The adminiftration in the Law and the Goel will not bold 

Stal, I will prove it doth hold ; the truth of God confirmed by 
Chrift was, that the promifes made tothe Fathers, the Gentiles 


fhould glorifie God for, as having a fhare therein, but one ranke | 


of the promifes, ts that we have {poken of, that. God did take their 
children into covenant, and gtve them the figne and the thing fig- 


nified; and therefore God is as much, and will doe as much, for 


our children, as for the children of the Iewes ; that we Gentiles 
might glorifie God for bis mercy. 
Batt. Prevesti cus tot ode 
Stal. Inthe 15. of the Remanes and the g. Iefus Chrift is the 
Minifter of the circumcifion for the truth of God to confirme the 
promifes made unto the fathers, that the Gentiles might glo- 


rifie God ferhis aaercy. 


Batt. What «your inference from this place? it 


Stal, Jay my Argument thus ; Itis.a truth of God confirmed 
by Chrift that the promifes made unto the Fathers the Gentiles 
fhould glorifie God, for, (as haying a thare therein; elfe they 
could not glorifie God.for it) but.one ranke of thefe promifes:is, 
that God 1s and doth.as much forthe feed of beleevers,as fora 
beleever ; for if he faith, he will be a God to the feed of them, it 
is as muchas if he did it 4 and Chrift comes tocon&rme it, that we 
Gentiles fhould glogifie Gou for it. 
Batt. Conceive st, becamfe he faith, that Chrift the Minifter 
of circumcifian; therefore the Gentiles Joonld glorifve God for st. 

Stal. And for the promife made to the Fathers, therefore thie 
Gentiles (hall glorifie God; and how washea Minilter of cireum- 
cifion ? circumcifienis not there put for the act of circumcifion, 
but for circumcifed perfons,the Iewes to whom Chrilt preached. 

Batt. Jn as.muchas nocreature could fatufie the ripbteonfwe fe 
of God, Chrift was bound over to an[Wer what circumcifion bound 


me to,and having anfwered what circumcifion required, be was the 
| |: Minifter 
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CManifter of circumcifion ; for this cassle, we glorifie God. 
Stal. He was Miniter of the circumcifion, that is, of the cir- 
cumcifed lewes: Sir, you mutt not cloud the Scripture with 
multitude of words, and darken counfell withoat knowledge, 
the Scripture hath this feope, that Chrilt receives the Gentiles as 
the Iewes ; he proves both branches : In the.8.verfe,Receive one 
another as Chrift received us; Iewes and Gentiles. Firft, asa 
Minifter of the lewes,and that in refpe@& of the promife made to 
the fathers: And asa Minifter for the Gentiles, that they might 
glorifie God for his mercy, in the confirmation of his promife 
made to the Fathers, it being abenefit common to the Gentile 
as the lew, to havea fhare infuchold promifes. _ 
Batt. We know it thus far shat be fulfils the promifes to the fathers. 
Stal. There mutt be a medium to the fines; a meanes to the end: 
The end is Gods glory among the Gentiles; the meanes, is the 
promife confirmed to lew and Gentile ; as in the 3. of the Ephe — 


fians and the 6. We Gentiles are partakers of this promife, in 


Chrift by the Gofpel ; and we having a fhare in it doe glorific 
God for the fame mercy. : 
Batt. We Willconceive true (46 I faid before) the promifes are 

offered sm Chrsft. bee 

Stal, The promite that God will be a God to beleevers and to 
their feed, it is feton the heads or Fathers of the Families ; they 
fhall have a promife for their children, lf they cannot glorific 
God for the fame mercy ;asthelewes. , 

Batt. Your Argument hath agloffe 5st will mot bold ; If the pro- 
wi of Iefus C the promsfe by the Gofpel to ome feed in the 
Law, st will hold;and becau/e it tied up it will not hold. 

Stal. My Argument holds, becaufe it isnot tied up ; for thus I 
reafon againit the Anfwer ; that which eclipfeth the glory of 
Gods mercy, and the joy of beleeving parents, that dotrine is 
not to be endured, but the doétrine of all of a promife, and 
fo the {eale of it, baptifme, to Infants, eclipfeth the glory of Gods 
mercy, and denies comfort to beleeving parents ; therefore it is a 
doctrine not tobe endured. Batt. Jt denied. 


Stal. Doth the fhutting out all Infants advance free mercy, or 
the taking in of fome ? | 


‘Batt. J Anfwer ; the promife i preached to all mankind, andi 
free grace be to allwe exclude no Infant more then orber. 
Stal. You cannot indude children under mercy, unleffe ir 


’ 
| 
~~ 
5 
3 
| 


touching Infants. Baptifs 


be under a promife of mercy : Infants, fay you, are excluded from 
Batt. Did I /ay fo ? lay you the confirmation. 
Stal, Chrift confirming the promife of mercy to the Fathers 
among the Iews, he confirmes the promife made to the Fathers 
among the Gentiles. 
Batt. J, that 1s in (brift, who ssthe Minifter of circumsci- 
fron ; we dee dense to preach the grace of Gedto Infants, sill they are 
capable of under ftanding. 
Stal. Will you exelude them from merey till they are capable 


—ofunderftanding? 
entialis, the potential Church. 


Batt. There ss ecclefia pot 
_ Newt. They were potentially holy, but not actually; fo are the 
y, God can make them holy : 


children of Turkes potentially 
Give mc leave to {peake one word more ; where the thing figni- 
— fied is, it may be of in the time of the Law and Gofpel; 1 
proved to you that God made apromife toe 4éraham of grace 
and falvation ; therefore whofoever hath grace and falvation, I 
| We anfwer on diftintiion thus; It one thing to confider 
grace asit hands in a promife: avd another thing to confider it in the 
efficacie ; the royal robes of righteou/neffe be in Chrft and there ss 
enough tocloath all tbe Saimts ; and as to youu given grace, accord 
ing to the Text. Aer 
New, I fay, Infants have grace ; God gives gtace to Infants, 
and then if they have grace, why fhall not the feale be applied ; 
where the thing fignified is the fign may be applied; but the thing 
fignified is in Infants, then the figne may be applied. 
Batt. Will yon wuderftand all Infants in generall, or fome in pare 
ticular ;tbere  afalldcie im your Argument® 
New. I goe to Abrabams children, I aske this queftion ; the 
promifc of falvation and grace isto Abrahams children, have they 
not grace,how come they to glory, and to heaven ? many died be- 
fore circumcifion and they goe to heaven, how,come they there ? 
Batt. If they have graceshave all Infants grate, or fome Infants ; 
which Infants grace ; have all Infants grace 
fo. 
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Batt. Have fome? New. Yes. 
Batt: Which be they? | 
New.Hadnot Abrahams grace ; had 


| 
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Tacob bad grace ; did not God fay’ of Zacob, have loved him be- 


fore he was borne. | 

Batt. Here your Argument; ‘acon had grace; therefore all had 

New. You bad mé prove but ane ; and T profeffe to you,there 
is one ftands by yau that in, my pretence denied that Jacob was 
elected : you bad me prove that any had grace ; fome you fee had. 

Batt. Iacob had grace, and therefore is he circumcifed; but 
osher Infants thercfore be baptized Ai | | 

Stal, If ofce you'deny 4 conchufion of trath, it is time to come 
to aconclufion ; if Infants bave the mercy s| the promife, and the 
promife of mercy ; grace,and thapromife dfgrace ; then Infants 
may have baptifme's but grace, andthe ee of grace is given 
to Infants: you. grant both propoftions, and yet deny the con- 

Batt. Prove then'to whom grace u given actually and really. 

Stal, We may prove it, that Infantshave reall grace, and are 
in a Gofpel {tate, ina {tate of grace and glory. 

Batt. Prove this, and I will come to you againe when yon /peake 
shat Infamts have grace; they muft have the grace of regeneration 
or absolute union ; if they have that of union yr regeneration, then 


«all ome. 


Stal, will give you a prove it; if Chrift doth 
undgubteddly fay, they are partakers of the {tate of ‘grace and 
thes is baptifme tobe to Infants ; Bae Chrift 
tedly faith, they are partakers ofgraceand glory, 
Batt. Doe you fay, that Chri? [peakes of alt, or ef fome perti- 

cular Infants? 

"Stal. He {peakesine efinitely of Infants thé ro: of Marke 
and the 14. yerfe, O fuch is Kidgdome OF God : In the 
text our Saviour doth by {peciall demonftrations teftifie his ap- 
probation of childfen, in tebuking thofe'that kept them from him; 
and in giving a command to fitfer ther to be brought; yeahe 
makesa premile to them, and confirmes ‘an 
them ; and makes a profeffion of thefe aid Yuch as they.are, of lit- 
tle children is the Kingdome of Gods By which F underftand'a 
Church ftate, a Gofpel tate, a {tate of grace;'4nd 4 Rate of plory : 
Mutthew hath it, the Kingdome ofhéaven ; and in the next veric 


by, the Kingdome of God; (the faine words ‘as'hete) out Sa- 
meaneth the ftate of grace , and {tate of glory. Not the 


Church 
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Church of the Iewes onely ; a8 was anfwered me the other day ; 
but the Church of the New Teltament ; a Church ftate, or aGo- 

{pel {tate ; a {tate of grace here, and of glory hereafter: And as 

here it is little children, Lake hath it infants ; of thefe is the Sie. 
dome of heaven; it contifis of thefe as wellas of others: Ergo, Luk. 19. 
the outward adminiltration of the feale of grace isnot tobe deni- *™ 
edthem. Take up my Argument thus : They that are ina Gofpel 

{tate,a {tate of grace here, and hereafter of glory, are not to be ex= 
cluded from the feale of their admiffion into. that ftate ; but In- 

Batt. Your Argument wthis; If they are comprehended in a 
Gofpel ftate they are not to be excluded from the feale of their admi/- 
fron tothat flate ; Were it not that the holy Ghoft takes me off ; in the 
3. of lohn andthe 5, Verily,werily, | fay vento thee, except aman be 
borne of Water and of the boly Gho , & man Cannot enter into the 
kingdame of God ; wherefore comparing that Scripture with others, 
none can enter intothe Kingdome, but they that are regenerate. 

Stal. Chrilt faith, of fuch in faying, they are of his Kingdome 
that they are fandtified, and fuch are regenerated, and fuch are {a- 
ved, even little children; and if Chrift declare his approbation of 
them, before they declare theirs of him; weare togive them 
thefignee 

Batt. Becaule (ome of the fonnes of men are baptized, therefore 

fome are faved before they declare fulvation, — 

Stal. |,before they declare falvation. 

Batt. There is an open att of faithto be made in beleeving ; now 

you grant they have faith, Which I doe not grant. 
. Stal.1 do not fay they have faith;but they are of the Kingdome 
Batt. Didever (hriff declare bis approbation of all Infants ? 

ih Stal. Did Chrilt ever pronounce that of all men was the King- 
dome of God ;. he never faid unto all men, of thetn is my King- 
dome, but of men, and fo much he faith of Infants, oF fuch is my 

Batt. 1s it mecant of the Kingdoms of grace,or glopy? 

Stal. Of {uch is the Kingdome of God, thatis, toimply, they 
may be fubjects of that Kingdome, whether grace or glory, of 


both. 
Batt. Adinfants ? 
Stal. No, fome infants. 
| | E3 Batt. 
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Batt. Cam you fay {uch achildindividmall bath grace ? 
Stal. Canyou fay fuchan individuall child hath not grace ? 
Batt, We will leave it till {uch time as it makes ont st hath union 
with (brift, andcommunion with his Church. 
Stal. Chriftleaveth it not fo ; but faith, Of fome is the King- 


dome of Ged ; there are fome belonging to his Kingdome, even 


while they are in the {tate of infancic. 

Batt. Jess not poffible to give it, which be thofe. 

Stal, Will you grant any Infants to be baptized, if I give yous 
demonftration, what Infants are within the promife, and which 
are not. 

Batt. What the Text makes out we grant you, elfe not, sf youcan 
make it ont by the word of trutband Apoftolicallexample, 

Stal. The word layes forth fuch children,as are to be baptized. 

Batt. Note them out, 

Stal. Thofe children who in the time of the New Teltament 
are diltinguifhed fromother children, by a diltin®t promile made 
unto them, and not toother children ; are the children to be ba- 
ptized(for having the promife, they muft have the {eale) out there 
isa diltinct promifc to them whole parents have a proinife. 

Batt. Prove st. 


Stal. Inthe 2. of the 4@s andthe 39. the promife is to you 
and to your children. : 

Batt. Youcut the Scripture a claufe or two too fhert, isit to yom 
and none elfe? and ss st not to.all that are neere and afarre off ? 

Stal. Why the promife is to you that can here actually repent, 
toyou the promife is made, and to your children ; (indefinitely ) 
fo they be your children ; not the children of all men, but to you 
that beleeve and repent, to you the promie is made, and to yeur 
children, and to them afarre off, that the Lord our God fhall; to 
them and to thesr children. 

Lamb. There ssa miftake in the inter pretation of Scripture. 

NeW, Itisout of your own fenfe. 

Lamb. Thu fame was no more but a Sermon made to the lewes, 
though it was fe that the promife was made to them and their feed, 
and then they so whows the promise is made did beleevethe Text faies, 
they received the Word gladly and there was added three te 
the Church. | 

Stal. Of whom there isa diftinétion made by the promife, they 
arc to have the icale, but there isa diftinétion made by the promife 


betweene 
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children of beleevers others ( for they have the 


promife, who-ever wants it ) therefore chey are to have the feale. | 


Lamb. You argue thus, the children of Abraham and of the be- 
Tewes are the children of the promife ; and unleffe the chil- 

dren of them, they have mot the promi/e. 

Stal. This promite , was granted to the Iewes and their chil- 
dren in the time of the New Teftament ; if the parents accept of 
the Gofpel, and repent and be baptized for the remiffion of their 
finnes, the promife is tothem and to their children; Whenee I 

argue that which is aftrong motive to bring the parents among 
the Iews to bel:eve andrepent mult not be denyed; Now the 
une to their children with them(felves, isa (trong motive to 
ing ina lew, leave ont his children he will not come in himfelf. 
And the Apoftle , as if he knew where the fhooe pinched them 
( leave out us, if you leave out our polteriti¢ ) red: he urgeth 
them by this extenfive motive, the promife is to you, and to your 
pofteriticalfo. 
Lamb. 4nd if there Was an oblasion ( or offer) and not aconfir- 
mation of Whar « 1s it ? 

Stal, } underttand it thus; to you of yeares if you beleeve; and 
repen', the promife is ta you, and to your children. 

Lamb, Jt 1 a comfirmation to the parents beleeving and repenting. 

Stal. That, to be fure, the promife fhould be to them perform- 
ing this condition ; and over and above to their children. 

Lamb. Bat them it ts meant of children of yeares;who foould attu- 
ally beleeve and repent. — 

Dec onely of atuall repenting and be- 


“Taek None that comes but maf? repent and beleeve and be bap- 
sized, and they mut not el/e. 

“Stab. Wasthisa motive tothe Iew;it was no more then if he 

fhould fay, doc yourepent that are Iews,the promife is to yousand 

if the Gentiles repent they fhall have the pro:nife, and when your 

children come to they have the promife, what motive 


is this? 
a motive to al, as for 
their grace was tendered to them then to all tbe 
world. 

Stal. That which tei inducement to parents to beleeve be- 
fore they beleeve, that which isa iupportation to faith 
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the covenant, but by faith and repentance. 


they beleeve mutt not be laid afide , but the promife to their chil- 
dren, is made an inducement before they beleeve, anda fupport- 
ment when they beleeve, therefore we mult not lay it afide ; by 


fhutting our children out in their infancy. 


Lamb. Jf they come in after ; the promife theirs. 

Stal. Butif you take them not in while children, it is no fuch 
inducement ; for the parent tocome in. | 

Lamb, To them neere, and afarre off, there 1 no par 


tichpation of 


New. No participation, but by actuall faith and repentance, 


 gnuft all have that ? 


Lamb. No potential faith «rule or ground for a Minifter, to 
adminifter Baptijme upon. 

New. laske if there mult be no Baptifme, but they muft have 
faith and repentance , andthat there is no grace if they have net 
the act of faith and repentance ? | | 

Lamb, J fay the commandrcpent , and be baptized, ground 
for a Min fier, t0 adminifter Baptifme unleffe they wnder {tana and 


repent. 


New. Hayenot children grace , wherefore elfe were they cir- 
cumeifed ? 

Lamb. I the reafon why they Were circumes[ed, 1s not be- 
caufe the parents are bound to beleeve , or becaufe they have faith in 
them, but because the covenant 1 made to them andthe feed, Typs- 
cally promsfing brift : When Chrift Was come,the Type ceafed. 

New. Didhe not make a promife, anda covenant to children 
that they {ould have grace , 1f they have the covenant, and how 
dothey come toheaven cl{e,what had they grace afterwards? 

Lamb. J Anfner, inthe fame confider ation they were of Abra- 
ham, We might conclude their falvation. 

New. Then you will not conclude, that any are faved in the co- 
venant of grace; but by faitinin Tefus Chrift aCtually had. 

Lam. Not any that J know of. | 

Stal, Itistime I come to another Argument which ‘is this ; 
That doatrine which doth leave childrenin a hopeleffe eftate, and: 
beleeving parents in a doubtful and a defpairing condition , abont 
their children,isa doctrine not tu be endured; your do@trin makes | 
them and their children hopelefie ( for as in the 2. of the Ephefaws 


and the 12. without the promife,haying no hope ) therefore your 
doGtrine isnot tobe endured. 


Lamb 
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ddren are alienated and ftramgers without 


mife be to them afarre off, that beleeve, then the promife will 
ld to the children of them afarre off;as it being to them that are 
n¢eere,or were then and there prefent,it was to their children, 
Lamb. Whofoever brings forth a dotirine to. entarge the bope of 
people beyond Scripture , flatters the people , whefeever bringsin a 
naturallfeed, toganfe parents to beleeve that their children are {um 
ved, doebut flatter them. 
“Stal. Weare farre from this flattery ;.if we. pleaded the fleth 
without a promife ; or did we onely plead acts and worksas you 
_ doe, we were as J/mael,yea Antichriftian;but if we plead the pro- 
mife, from the time of our firlt birth ; we are as J/aac, that came 
of Abraham according to promife ; As in the 4.of the Galats 
ansand the 28. we brethremare as J/aae; take,//aac.as an Infant 
or one of yeares ; we ar¢ under the promifeé, when Infants of be- 
-leeving parents ; and if beleevers‘of ycares, we have the promife 
(as he had ) for our felves, and our children. | 
Batt. The eApoftle alleadges \faacthat be comes as born by pre- 
_mife, and therefore of the promife, but God madenot a promife that 
We fhould be born as \{aac. or 
‘Stal. Although God did not make a promife that we be born Li | 
as fkac ; yet we havea promife from the firlt birth going with {fe 
us, as J/adc had. | 
Batt. J deny that they bave more then thofe that come of 
Stal. At the firft birth we have it by coming of beleeving pa- 
rents. 
Batt. pine birth we have no more then chilaren thnt 


 arenot called,or then thofe that art not born of God, 
F Grey. 
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Lamb. 

God, what elfe 1s fecret, but we wih leave that to divine 

Stal.But revealed thangs are to us and toour children;a promife | 
isrevealed; without the promife, no grounded hope of mercy. 7 

Lamb. There 2s no promsife to this more then that; but as A&ts the 
2. the 39. 10 them that the Lord our God foal call ; 

Stal. accus av, Whofoewer the Lord our God hall call, hath fela- | 
tion to the latter claufe ; all that are atarre off; in anfwer to what 
might be objected; what thall become of them afarre off;to them, 
and to their children the promife is, as to you and yours; and if the | 


The fi umme of a Conference 


\\ Grey. Whether have your children no more priviledge under 
the Gofpel, then have the children of heathens ? , 

Batt. We do not adamit thems to Gofpel priviledges, as children. 

Grey. What promile is that {pokenof in the tts, where it is 
{aid by the holy Ghoft, The promife isto you, and to your chil- 

Batt. We under ftand by it the word of falvation offered to all. 

Grey. I pray anfwer to my Argument, from that Text, that 
promite which is to you, is alfo to your children, that ts, my Ma- 
jor, but this promife here {poken of, isto you, to all that are afarre 
off, whom the Lord fhall call, that is, my Minor; therefore this 
promife (to you asto your children) is alfo to the children of all 
fuch asthe Lord our God thall call. 

Lamb, promife to as many as the Lord eur Ged foal call. 
Grey, Deny one of the Arguments. be 
Batt. J Anfwer by diftinttion ; rus one thing to have the promife 

of the {pirit, the promife of union, according to eletkson , another to 

have that vifibly revealed by offer of grace and particspatson of pri- 
viledge ; ] grant the former, they have the promife of union, 
Grey. In granting this, you have granted what before you de- 
nied, and have yeelded as muchas we defire; you grant the pro- 
mife to be with them, the fpiritto be inthem: you grant them 
union (a fruit of vocation) you muft not, cannot deny them com- 
munion with Chrift by his Spirit. This is {uthcient for usin grant- 
mg the greater ; the thing fignified, you of neceffitie malt yeeld 
the lefle, the figne; you have’ycelded the covenant, you mutt 
yecld the deal, and in granting this, you have granted all; and let 
all here preisnt be our judges. | 
Batt. Bat we have granted mothing. 

Stal, Let me proceed to another Argument ; It isof divine au- 
thoritie and according to Chrilts will, that all thofe which are of 
his Church fhould have the wafhing of water ; but Infants*&re 
inembers of the Church, therefore by divine authoritie, Infants. 
theuld have the wafhing of water. 7 

Batt. 4’ deny the Adimor ; Infants as Infants, are no members of 
Chrifts body the Church, 

Stal. No members of Chrilt, no benefit by Chrift, no falvation ; 
no death of Chrift for them, no love of Chrifttothsm, but-this 
asan Antichniltian, rather then a Chriftian doctrine. The Minor 

proved, 
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touching Infants Baptifme. 


proved, trom Ephefums the 5. and the 36. Chrilt faveth, loveth, 


dieth for his Church and for none elfe;cither therefore Infants are 


of his Church, or Chrift died for none, loved none, faveth none. 


Hatt. We unfwer upon diftinelion ; you araw this inference and [ay, 


that they that are wo members of Chrift, have ne part of Chrift: it xs 
one thing to confider them as members according to eleEtion,and anoe 
ther as in the vifible Church according to the revelation of theGopel; 


While I am a child, / am counted to be a child of Wrath, according to 
the flefo, under the Law ; and noW if it be the pleafwre of the Father ° 


to call me ; ] ama member of ( brift. | 

Stal. What if you live not (as thoufands of Infants doe aot, but 
dic in their infancie) till that time of your calling ? 

Batt. J an{wer,eleChion and divine grace hath reference to the frate 
of life or death ; in the fhate of death we leave it to the Father. 

Stal. You trench upon an Arminian point; that none arc infal- 
libly elected till death; if children die in their infancie they may be 
elected and goe to heaven ;not elfe. 

Batt. No Sir, ] [ay before their memberfhip made manifelt to 
the creature , the Sunne fhines not, yet we know, there is power in the 
Sunune to fhine ; st is one thing toconcesrve atiing in God,and another 
as communicated to the creature, sf he faves any as infants, be wale- 
eth them, and gives thcman inward Washing. 

Stal. But he hath an oatward wafhing for all that have the in- 
ward; Jn the 5. of the Ephefians and the 26. he fanctifies and 
cleanfes them with the walhing of water by the word ; that 
wathing of water is baptif{mall wathing. 

Batt. He /ayes, that he gave his body for them, he fhed hu bloud 
and laid down his life, shes Be ight apply the vertue and death of 
bis bloud to fantiifie his Church. 

Stal. 1, to ntants asothers ; doth this diffzr from my fenfe ? 


Batt. J grant member {hip according to union; but the Scripture 


fpeakes not of any memberfhipthere. — 
Stal. No, dothit not ; if Chrilt ownes thein as members of his 


Church myfticall,chey are to be received into the Church vifible. 


Batt. ere there any meanesto know it? 
Stal, We have given you means. 


Batt. Things that are conceived in the power of God tobe, are they 


really [uch 


| 

| 

Stal. Yes, really, if Chrift loyeth any, and faveih any, they are 
united: 
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q united unto himfelfe, and his body, they are joyned with him,ard 
al have the effect of his grace inwardly. | 
Batt. Jgrant you this pofition;there is an unfeparable conisntiion 
mii them that Godcals to grace and glory; the thing We peake of 1s ; 
4 that he might prefent his Church glorious ; foe ts glorious ,as fhe lies 
in power to be glorions, or really glorious, as we come to have farth 
in the righte os/ne {fe of God we are really 
Stal. The time is {pent that was allotted for the Difpute ; as 
. for the determination of every ones Judgement what hath beene 
clearly drawne trom Scripture, let them that have heard, judge of 
— ityand confult with God,and the Scripture,and fee how God {hall 
determine their hearts: we hope this dayes worke may do fome 
good, to fatistie weake {pirits, whoare ready to be turned about 
with every winde of doctrine ; what you fee true in their An+ 
_ {wers, make ufe of ; for my part I fee nothing to beat me offfrom 
concluding, that I and my children are in the fame Covenant, nor 
any thing that fhould hinder us from baptizing our Infants. 
Batt. Let mse have libertie to fpeake andmakean Apologie. 
Stal. No, Apologies will {potle your caufe;you may have lier? 
tic to withdraw. 
Andas they were withdrawing, fome of the Minifters defired 
toknow of the people, whether they had received {atisfaCtion, 
and did conclude with us, that Infants were to be baptized ; 
whereto they gave their generall atteftation by a fhout with, 
Yes, 
R) sal Ye doe often fing the 117. P/alme, few confider, it may 
be, bow the Apoltle quotes it, Remanes the 15. and the 11. inre- 
ference to, and for praofe, of the great mylterie of the Gof 
which in as great a latitude 1s held out tous Gentiles, as to the 
Jewes, that in what Chrift promifeth and doth, to beleeving pa- 
rents,and their children, we fhould gloritie God for that his mer- ' 
cy. Letusnow fing that P/alme. After which Mi. 


: Grey went 
to Prayer and Sermon, wherein from this Text, Jude veri 


the 3. 
he did feafonably, and pertinently prefle that exhortation, That 


we fhould caneltly contend for the faith which was once given 
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THREE 


and COMMONS 


Affembled in PARLIAMENT. 


The firft, for regulating the Excize u pon 


Strong Waters, and the Spirits whereof 
they ane -diftilled and made, 


The fecond. Being an Ex slanation of a former 

Ordinance, containing Rules and Inftructions to be obfer- 

“3 ved by che Commiffioners and Auditors, for the bring- 
g in of r Accompts upon the Excize, to 


tor onc whole yeare longer. 
The Third, that fueh Souldiers as fhall rake Pay inthe act 


oy laments Servic ¢,and quit that Army wherein they were firit entet- 
tained, and take pay in another Army, fhall be punifhed by death: 
And that the Officers that fhall entertain {uch Seuldiers, - 
all be tried by the Coure Martial. 


Sabbathi, 5. O&ob. 2644. 
©)? dered by the Lords aff: Parliament, thefe Ordinan- 
ces hall he forthwith printed and publifaed. 


Joh.Brown Cler. Parliamentorum, 


London , ‘Phimed for Fohn Wright, inthe Old-Baily. 
Octob.7. 1644. 
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